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We have a simple message for all countries: test, test, test.
Test every suspected case.
If they test positive, isolate them and find out who they have been in close contact with up to 2 days

before they developed symptoms, and test those people too. [NOTE: WHO recommends testing

contacts of confirmed cases only if they show symptoms of COVID-19]
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Table 1. Critical preparedness, readiness and response actions for each transmission scenario for COVID-19

Clusters of Cases

Community Transmission

Laboratory
testing

Test suspect cases per WHO case
definition, contacts of confirmed
cases; test patients identified

through  respiratory  disease

surveillance.

Test suspect cases per WHO case definition and
symptomatic contacts of probable/confirmed
cases; test patients identified through respiratory
disease surveillance. If testing capacity is
overwhelmed prioritize testing in health care
settings and vulnerable groups. In closed settings

test the first symptomatic suspect cases.
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