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Japan’s road lo recovery and rebirth

BY NAOTO KAN

earthquakes in recorded history. We are making all-out

effortsto restore livelihoods and recover from the series of
tragedies that followed the Great East Japan Earthquake. The
disaster left more than 28,000 people, including foreign citi-
zens, dead or missing.

Since March 11, Japan has been strongly supported by our
friends around the world. On behalf of the Japanese people, 1
would like to express my sincerest gratitude for the outpouring
of support and solidarity we have received from more than 130
countries, nearly 40 international organizations, numerous
nengovernmental organizations and countless individuals
from all parts of the world. The Japanese people deeply appreci-
ate the kizuna {“bonds of friendship”) shown to us. Through this
hardship, wehave cometotruly understand thatafriend in need
isa friend indeed.

Immediately after the earthquake, the United States, our
most important friend and ally, provided swift cooperation.
President Obama kindly calted me to convey his sirong commiit- _
ment that the United States stood ready to provide all-out
support to the Japanese people during this time of great
difficulty. He reaffirmed that the relationship between our
nations is unshakable. So many Japanese citizens, including
myself, were enormously encouraged by these remarks. Froman
early stage in the response efforts, U.S. forces have diligently
performed relief activities on multiple fronts as part of Opera-
tion Tomodachi (Japanese for “friendship™). The attitude that
Americans have demonstraied during this operation has deeply
touched the hearts and minds of the Japanese. Support has
come from not only the government but also NGOs and
countless individuals, in various forms of humanitarian assis-
tance, search-and-rescue missions, charity events and fundrais-
ing., Wehave also received full U.S. supportin responding to the
aceidents at the Fukushima Daiichi nuclear power plant, from
providing equipment and other material assistance such as fire
trucks and special protective suits, to dispatching nuclear
experts and radiation-control teams. )

1take very sericusly, and deeply regret, the nuclear accidents -
we have had at the Fukushima Daiichi plant. Bringing the
situation under control at the earliest possible date is my top
priority. Leading a unified effort by the government, T have
mobilized all available resources to combat the risks posed by -
the plant, based on three principles: First, give the highest
priority to the safety and health of all citizens, in particular those
residents living close to the plant; second, conduct thorough
risk management; and, third, plan for all possible scenarios so
that we are fully prepared to respond to any future situations.
For example, we continue to make the utmost efforts to address
the issue of outflow of radioactive water from the plantinto the

0 n March 11, Japan was hit by one of the most powerful

ocean. In addition, the government has taken every possible
measure to ensure the safety of all food and other products,
based on strict scientific criteria. We have taken great precau-
tions to ensure the safety of all Japanese food and products that
have reached and will continue to reach markets. To ensure
domestic and foreign consumer confidence in the safety of
Japanese food and products, my administration will redouble
its efforts to maintain transparency and keep everyone in-
formed of our progress in the complex and evolving circum-
stances at the Fukushima Daiichi plant.

I pledge that the Japanese government will promptly and
thoroughly verify the cause of this incident as well as share
information and the lessons learned with the rest of the world to
help prevent such accidents in the future. Through such a
process, we will proactively contribute to global debate to
enhance the safety of nuclear power generation. Meanwhile,
regarding a comprehensive energy policy, we must squarely
tackle a two-pronged challenge: responding to rising global
energy demand and striving to reduce greenhouse gas emis-
sions to combat global warming. Going forward, I would like to
present a clear vision to the world — which includes the
aggressive promotion of clean energy — that may contribute to
solving global energy issues.

The Great East Japan Earthquake and the resulting tsunami
are the worst natural disasters that Japan has faced since the
end of the Second World War. Reconstruction of the devastated
Tohoku region will not be easy. I believe, however, that this
difficult period will provide us with & precious window of
oppertunity to secure the “Rebirth of Japan” The government
will dedicate itself to demonstrating to the world its ability to
establish the most sophisticated reconstruction plans for East
Japan, based on three principles: first, create a regional society
that is highly resistant to natural disasters; second, establish a
social system that allows people to live in harmeny with the
global environment; and third, build a compassionate society -
that cares about people, in particular, the vulnerabls.

The Japanese people rose from the ashes of the Second World
War using our fundamental strength to secure a remarkable
recovery and the country’s present prosperity. Thave not asingle
donbt that Japan will overcome this crisis, recover from the
aftermath of the disaster, emerge stronger than ever, and
establish a more vibrant and betier Japan for future genera-
tions. .

1 believe that the best way for Japan to reciprocate the strong
kizuna and cordial friendship extended to us is to continue our
contribution to the developrent of the international communi-
ty. To that end, I will work to the best of my ability to realize a
forward-looking reconstruction that gives people bright hapes
for the future. I would wholeheartedly appreciate your contin-
ued support and cooperation. Arigatou.

The writer is prime minister of lapan.
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Japan is open for business

We prom-
ise you that
Japan will
reshape
itself into

a more
dynamic
country.

Takeaki Matsumoto

TOKYO After the earthquake and
tsunami disaster, many foreign dignit-
aries, including French President Nic-
olas Sarkozy and U.S. Secretary of
State Hillary Clinton, have expressed
their solidarity with Japan. ‘“The Japa-
nese are indomitable and courageous,”
Australian Prime Minister Julia Gillard
said when she visited an evacuation
shelter in the afflicted region.

The Great East Japan Earthquake
and Tsunami are the worst natural dis-
asters Japan has encountered since the
end of the Second World War, However,
Japan will not simply rebuild what used
to be, but aim for an innovative recon-
struction that focuses on the future by
fully mobilizing its signature strength:
a society with high levels of technology,
safety and security:

We promise all of you that Japan will
reshape itself into a more dynamic
country, harnessing the support and
solidarity offered to us from all over the
world.

Japan is and will remain open for
business and travel. International or-
ganizations such as the International
Civil Aviation Organization, the Inter-
national Maritime Organization and the

World Health Organization have been
making objective assessments, and
state thal excessive travel restriction
measures are unnecessary.

I would call on all readers to trust
such information, rather than being
misguided by sensational media re-
ports, and come to Japan with peace of
mind for sightseeing, study, business or
any other purposes.

Regarding the Fukushima Daiichi
Nuclear Power Station, a Roadmap was
released by the Tokyo Electric Power
Company (TEPCO). We expect to move
from the “emergency response phase”
to the ““planned and stabilizing action
phase.”’

The government will regularly follow
up, monitoring the progress of the work
and making necessary safety checks in
order to ensure the implementation of
the roadmap in a steady and safe man-
ner.

The government has been constantly
monitoring air, water and food. Most of
the radioactive materials were released
ih the first several days of the accident,
and radiation levels in the air have been
gradually declining since.
 InTokyo, for instance, the level of ra-
diation has never reached a point at
which it would affect human health. It
is declining steadily, and has reached
the level at which it was measured be-
fore the accident.

As for food products, measures have
been taken to prevent domestic distri-
bution of those products that have a
higher radiation level than the standard
set in accordance with the recommen-
dations of the International Commis-
sion on Radiological Protection.

Naturally, such products will not be
exported. Radiation levels that exceed
the authorized threshold have thus far

been found only in
limited kinds of agri-~
z__ oft of cultural and fishery
ekt products in limited
areas. When neces-
_.5._.5& by  sary, certification is
the disaster, issued to declare that
and the a product does not
streets have originate in the af-
leapt back fected region.
to life. Industrial products
are manufactured in
factories outside of

the no-entry zone, and remain under
strict quality control. It is therefore un-
likely that those products will be affected
by radioactive materials, and their
safety 1s ensured. Data on the radiation
levels in ports and airports are published
regularly. In addition, a guideline on ra-
diation measurements for export con-
tainers and ships was published by the
Ministry of Land, [nfrastructure, Trans-
port and Tourism. Attestation of meas-
urement results started at the Yoko-

hama port on April 28.

If you Imagine that the whole of Ja-
pan is covered by debris, that is com-
pletely wrong. Most of Japan remains
unharmed by the disaster, and the
streets have leapt back to life. The ma-
Jjor highway that runs through the most
affected Tohoku region was reopened
only two weeks after the earthquake.
The Shinkansen, the bullet train that
connects Tokyo and Tohoku region, be-
came fully operational again on April 29.

Many affected companies and facto-
ries are recovering at surpriging speed,
helped by innovative approaches to
tackling the crisis. Domestic and inter-
national supply chains are being recon-
nected. Japan’s strength for manufac-
turing remains on full display.

Allow me to quote Dr, Donald Keene,
professor emeritus at Colombia Univer-
sity, expressing his will to obtain Japa-
nese nationality after the disaster: Ja-
pan was hit hard for the moment, but it
“will surely resurrect to become an
even more splendid country.”

If you are thinking of supporting us in
our path towards recovery, the most ef-
fective way would be to visit Japan and
buy our excellent products, just as be-
fore, I call on all of you to be more en-
gaged in the exchange with Japan.

TAKEAKI MATSUMOTO is Japan's minister

for foreign affairs.




Japans road to recovery and rebirth

A pledge
from the
Japanese
prime min-
ister to bol-
ster nuclear
safety and
interna-
tional trust,

Naoto Kan

On March 11, Japan was hit by one of the

most powerful earthquakes in recorded
history. We are making all-out efforts to
restore livelihoods and recover [rom the
series of tragedies that followed the
Great East Japan Earthquake. The dis-
aster left more than 28,000 people, in-
cluding foreign citizens, dead or missing.

Since March 11, Japan has been
strongly supported by our friends
around the world. On behalf of the Japa-
nese people, I would like to express my
sincerest gratitude for the outpouring
of support and solidarity we have re-
ceived from more than 130 countries,
nearly 40 International organizations,
numerous nongovernmental organiza-
tions, and countless individuals from all
parts of the world. The Japanese people
deeply appreciate the kizuna (''bonds
of friendship'') that have been shown to
us, Through this hardship, we have
come to truly understand that a friend
in need is a friend indeed.

I take very seriously, and deeply re-
gret, the nuclear accidents we have had
at the Fukushima Daiichi plant. Bring-
ing the situation at the plant under con-
trol al the earliest possible dale |s my

top priority. Leading a unified effort by
the govermment, | have mobilized all
available resources to combat the risks
posed by the plant, based on three prin-
ciples: first, give the highest priority to
the safety and health of all citizens, in
particular those residents living close
to the plant; second, conduct thorough
risk management; and, third, plan for
all possible scenarios so that we are
[ully prepared to respond to any future
situations. For example, we continue to
make the utmost efforts to address the

. issue of outflow of radioactive water

from the plant into the ocean. In addi-
tion, the government has taken every
possible measure to ensure the safety
of all food and other products, based on
strict seientific criteria. We have taken
great precautions to ensure the safety
of all Japanese food and products that
reach the market and will continue to
do so. To assure domestic and foreign
consumer confidence in the safety of
Japanese food and products, my admin-
istration will redouble its efforts to
maintain transparency and keep every-
one informed of our progress in the
complex and evolving circumstances at
the Fukushima Daiichi plant.

I pledge that the Japanese govern-
ment will promptly and thoroughly
verify the cause of this incident, as well
as share information and the lessons

learned with the rest of the world to
help prevent such accidents in the fu-
ture. Through such a process, we will
proactively contribute to the global de-
bate to enhance the safety of nuclear
power generation, Meanwhile, regard-
ing a comprehensive energy policy, we
must squarely tackle a two-pronged
challenge: responding to rising global

e energy demand and
I'have not a mc,?”.___m to reduce
. greenhouse gas
"“.”_"_.ﬂnmocvn emissions to combat
Bt Japan global warming. Go-
will overcome g forward, I would
this crisis, re- ke to present a clear
cover from vision to the world —
the disaster, that Includes the ag-
B—.—m emerge N"..mwwmﬁa —UHGEDBQ_.—
of clean energy —
stronger than that may contribute
ever. to solving global en-
ergy issues,
The Great East Ja-

pan Earthquake and the resulting
tsunami are the worst natural disasters
that Japan has faced since the end of
World War I1. Reconstruction of the
devastated Tohoku region will not be
easy. | believe, however, that this diffi-
cult period will provide us with a pre-
cious window of opportunity to secure
the “‘Rebirth of Japan.'

The government will dedicate itself

to demonstrating to the world its ability
to establish the most sophisticated re-
construction plans for East Japan,
based on three principles: first, create a
regional society that is highly resistant
to natural disasters; second, establish a
social system that allows people to live
in harmony with the global environ-
ment; and third, build a compassionate
society that cares about people, in par-
ticular, the vulnerable,

The Japanese people rose from the
ashes of the Second World War using
our fundamental strength to secure a
remarkable recovery and the country’s
present prosperity, | have not a single
doubt that Japan will overcome this
crisis, recover from the aftermath of
the disaster, emerge stronger than
ever, and establish a more vibrant and
better Japan for future generations,

I believe that the best way for Japan
to reciprocate the strong kizuna and
cordial friendship extended to us is to
continue our contribution to the devel-
opment of the international community.
To that end, | will work to the best of my
ability to realize a forward-looking re-
construction that gives people bright
hopes for the future. | would whole-
heartedly appreciate your continued
support and cooperation.

NAOTO KAN (s prime minister of Japan.
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