2021.4.6 HIEEER o @

What You Need to Know

Prime Minister’s Office of Japan

about COVID-19 Vaccines [;

&

®

COVID-19 vaccines are confirmed primarily
to prevent the onset of symptoms.

Various vaccines are administered with an aim to strengthen the immune system
against infectious diseases or boost the recipient's immune response against them.
It has been confirmed that after a second dose, the recently approved COVID-19
vaccine has an effect of reducing the risk of the onset of symptoms such as fever or
cough by 95%. (Flu vaccination reduces the risk of flu illness by between roughly
40% and 60%.)

COVID-19 vaccines will be an important
instrument in reducing the burdens shouldered
by medical institutions, once rolled out.

There are many aspects still unknown about the novel coronavirus. Infections by this
virus have resulted in more than 6,000 deaths and over 30,000 hospitalizations as of the
end of January 2021. Specific remedies for it are still in the development stage.

Against this backdrop, it is expected that inoculations to the wider public will
reduce the number of cases of severe symptoms and mortality, thereby reducing
the burden on the medical institutions.

All vaccines have the risk of side reactions
occurring.

Vaccination generally results in some side reactions such as swelling or pain in the area
the shot was administered, fever, or headaches. While vaccinations very rarely cause
severe reactions which require treatment or leave disabling aftereffects, it is also
impossible to eliminate the risk of side reactions arising. (Damage to health caused by
vaccinations is subject to remedial measures under the law.)

In domestic clinical trials of the vaccine that was newly approved recently, after two
doses, roughly 80% of recipients had experienced pain in the area the shot was
administered, about 33% had experienced fevers of 37.50C or higher, and around 60%
had experienced fatigue or lethargy.

The frequency of anaphylaxis, an acute allergic reaction to components within the
vaccine, has been reported to be approximately five cases per million vaccine recipients
in the United States since the vaccine became available to the public. For vaccines
administered in Japan, each vaccine recipient is observed for 15 to 30 minutes after the
injection is given, and should anaphylaxis occur, necessary treatment will be provided
by medical professionals.
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